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In accordance with 37 CFR § 1.142(c)^ the appUeant hereby submits this suggested 
restriction requirement, 

In the application claims 1-4, 6, 9, 10, 12-15, 17, 18, 21, and 23-44 remain pending. 

Claims 1-4, 6, 9, 10, 12-15, 17, 18, 21, and 23-33 (Group I) are drawn to^ 
system/method in which a visual cue is used to show a relationship between a function key of 
a controlling device and an appUance to be controUed believed to be classified in class 341, 
subclass 023. 

Claims 34-37 (Group H) aredrawn to a method in which an audio ciie is used to show 
a relationship between a function key of a Qontrplling device and an app 
controlled believed to be: classified in claims 342, subclass 027. 

Claims 38^44 (Group III) are drawn to a method for using cues during a system setup 
process believed to be classified in class 725, subclass ;038. 

It is respectfully submitted that the invention of Groups I, n, and III are related ais 
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subcombinations usable together in a single combination. The subcombinations are, 
however, distinct since they do not overlap in scope; are^not obvious variants, and are 
separately usable. In the instant case the subcombination of Group tl has separate utility 
beyond use in a systera/method that utilizes v^ cues to show a relaitionship between a 
function key of a cpntrolling device and an appliance to be contrpUed such as, for example, 
using a frequency siginal or tone sequence to show a relationship betiveen a function key of a 
controlling device and an appliance to be controlled and has separate utility beyond use 
during a system setup process^ for example^ by being included as part, of a pre-configured 
controlling device. Similarly, the subcombination of Group I has utility beyond use in a 
system/method that utilizes aui^o cues to show a relationship between a function key of a 
controlling device arid an appliance to be controlled such as, for example^ using a label, color, 
brighmess, or pattern, to show a relationship between a function key of a controlling device 
and an appliance to be controlled and has separate utility beyond use during a system setup 
process, for example, by being included as part of a pre-configured controlling device. 
(MPEP § 806.05(d)). 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct. for the reasons given above and 
it is believed that there would be a serious burden on the examines if restrictipnis: not 
required^ i.C;, the inventions have acquired a separate status in the ait due to their recognized^ 
divergent subj ect matter, have acquired a sepiarate status in the art in view of their different 
classification, and/or becauise the inventions require a deferent field of search (requiring the 
use of different keywords), it is respectfully submitted that restriction between the inventions 
of Group I, Gix>up II, and Group III for extoination purposes would be proper (MPEP §; 
808.02). 

In the event that the Office agrees with the suggested restriction requirement, the 
apphcant further elects, without traverse,,to prosecute the invention of Group I which 
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includes claims M, 6, 9, 10, 12-15; 17, 18/21^ and 23-33. 

Should it.be detennined that a telephone conference would expjedite the prosecution 
of the subject application, the Examiner is respectfully urged to contact the attbmey 
undersigned. 



Date: October 23, 20Q7 



By: 




Greenberg Traurig, LLP 

77 West Wacker Drive, Suite 2500 

Chicago, Illinois 6P601 

(312)456-8449 
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